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Abstract. The article deals with some pressing issues faced by high and higher schools in Great Britain,
the USA, France, Germany, Italy, Finland, Canada, Greece and some other countries. Reviewed are a
number of new trends in education. Analysed are the latest publications in the press and some statistics are
given.
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Introduction institution to make extensive use of the grade. The

_ _ _ roblem is that there is a widespread percephanh t
The purpose of the article is to give somg

: . : - > ""young people from disadvantaged backgrounds are
information about the problems in education in eing unfairly barred from Britain’s most famous

number of countries of the world and the analy$is Qnjyersities, and thus must struggle harder for the
the ways of settling them. opportunity to enter a college and, therefore, for

Analysis therr_l it WiI_I be more difficult to escape a choioé

mediocre job prospects.

In Britain, the interest for higher education is The government, which has put pressure on
such that almost half of young people now enroluniversities to take more students from deprived
Universities have become very popular. A similabackgrounds, is worried that the A* grade will
enthusiasm is observed in many other countriesdisproportionately affect state-school applicants
many more youngsters are extending their educatiand will improve the position of private, fee-payin
in other rich countries and emerging economieschools on elite universities. There is one more
Expanding abroad is considered as a fair chance frause for trouble: conditional offers are made feefo
survival. British universities are opening foreignm levels are taken, on the basis of predicted grade
campuses — since 2000 they have set up about Y&t predictions can be wildljnaccurate. According
international branches. American universities hawe the Universities and Colleges Admission Service,
76 campuses overseas, including four in Britairs5% of applicants do not get the grades predicyed b
Australian universities also have a strong presentieeir teachers. Some college admissions tutors
abroad. support a more radical solution: offering placek/on

There is a massive debate in Britain about thefter A-level results are published. But A-level
purpose of higher education. To improve its qualityexams must be taken earlier and marked faster, or
new A* grades were introduced in 2010 as a way oiversity terms must start later [1: 30].
identifying the very best students among the In describing the problems in education sphere,
increasing numbers achieving three or more #any authors stress the fact that Britain is everem
grades on their A levels. A*s are awarded to thoskvided by age. Half the population are under 40
who were in line for an A anyway and then scorgears old but they hold only about 15% of all
90% or higher on the A2 modules in their final yeafinancial assets. People under 44 own, again, just
of secondary school. 15% of owner-occupied housing. Comparing the

Cambridge’s standard offer now requires at leafihancial and housing wealth of different age greup
one A* and two As, but, so far, it is the onlyin 1995 and 2005 the Bank of England found that
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those aged 25 to 34 had seen their wealth falljthout having reached the expected standard in
whereas those aged 55 to 64 had seen theirs tripleaths and British teenagers do poorly on
Young people have little chance of building upnternational comparisons. The real barrier may be
similar wealth. They are struggling to get on théachers’ lack of numeracy — a third of primary
housing ladder, though close to a fifth of peopleeachers do not have two A-levels, and among those
between 50 and 59 years old won a second homeého did, few had studied maths or science past
Jobs for the young were getting scarcer even befdBeneral Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE).
the crash. Yet more and more older people are Nevertheless, work on improvement has started:
working and earning more, relative to youndeenagers need to do better at maths to avoid bleak
workers, than before [2: 87]. financial future, so financial education has became

Those statistics cannot but have a strong effect afust in many secondary schools. A new secondary-
the education system functioning and implementingchool subject “Economic well-being and financial
educational reforms. capability” is now taught there, and its topicslinie

The problems in education are naturallpyersonal finances, dealing with risk and becoming a
discussed in connection with labour market offergritical consumer of goods and services. And from
England’s fastest growing jobs between the secon@10, to get a GCSE in mathematics, 16-year-olds
quarter of 2001 and the same period in 2009 incluigve to study “functional mathematics”, likely to
conservation officers (up 124%), town plannerjclude sums involving budgets, interest rates and
(94%), psychologists (67%), and hairdressers apgfation [5: 36].
the like (63%). Further investigation shows a big priyate schools will point to other changes:
increase in semi-professional jobs (paramedics) légeague tables, which show their broadly better exam
associa_tes, teachers’ assistants) r_ather tht%%ults; the decline of modern languages and
professional ones. The good news is that th&iences in state schools; the private sector'k shi
incoming occupations are by and large more skllle‘g,vay from devalued GCSEs and A-levels to other

than the outgoing ones. Of the top 20 fast-Qrowing,ams that many universities find more useful
jobs, 11 mainly attract people who hold a levelrfou. 34].

gualification — roughly, a university degree o
equivalent.

Over one in five employers (a bit more than in
different 2008 survey) struggle with staff who hav

Insufficient financing effects schools in different
ways: some schools even expect their cashflow to

prove, as some parents could afford much higher
ees, and some parents would like to pay for their

trout_)le communicating, working in teams an hildren’s education in advance. Small schools are
dealing with customers. Perhaps 7% of those It -
Ikely to join forces — some of them may merge,

work — or 1.7m people — are not equipped for the

. . . others sell themselves to a chain, either private o
jobs they do, with a corresponding loss of output a charitable. Preparatory schools may seek to merge
productivity. Britain’s recent record on skilledgo : P y y 9

creation is one of the worst in the Organization foW'th secondary schools. Nevertheless, nearly all

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). capital pr_o_jects will _be del_ayed.
Looking forward, the people who seem likely to,. .ReC”.““”g the right kind O.f teachers ha; been
be in especially short supply begin with corporatg'ﬁ'cu“ in England for some time and remains far

managers, computing and IT specialists, an®m Peing settled. Now many teachers are near
healthcare professionals [3:35]In future Britons retirement. Teachers-trainees can resit bastadye

will need to be better qualified to get work. Pieat ~@nd numeracy tests as often as they like —and 13%
new jobs have been created during the past decaggéd at least three goes at the latter (around)1,20
but many have gone to better-educated workers frdfACh year graduated with the lowest class of degree
abroad. a third).

The situation with the so-called “NEETS” — The result, as one of the observers writes, is a
young people not in education, employment o@eneral sense that the country’s teachers have bee
training — is another powerful reason to reforngcraped from the bottom of the barrel” [7: 23, 24].
education [4: 42]. That makes it unlikely that ambitious graduates

The observers in education state that register@dll consider joining the profession. But education
statistics reveal a number of problems schools hakgforms will never work unless teaching attracts
to resolve. One child in four leaves primary schoghore ambitious, aspiring young people.
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The programme “Teach First”, founded in 198%r common standards has new life. The first task
that now trains 4.000 teachers a year, is aimed tatprovide standards for what high-school graduates
creating a route into teaching for high-fliersshould know to succeed in college or the workforce.
Applicants are screened for leadership anthe second task is to create standards for each
communication skills, and the successful onegrade. New standards demand new tests. The
promise to teach for two years in “challenging'Stimulus provides $350m to develop common
schools: those where few pupils get good exaAssessments, but these may not be ready for years
results or where more than 30% are poor enough[& 56].
receive free school meals. Such schools tend te hav By 2015, the states would be required to adopt
the least qualified teachers and to suffer fromhhigtringent new standards and tests for English and
turnover. Since 2003, when it received 1,3000aths, with a goal of being “college- and career-
applicants for just 300 places, “Teach First” hateady” by 2020. _
grown fast. It expects to take on 850 recruits in Criticism also touches the promotion of charter
2012. “Teach First” becomes better known, teachir§ldependent, government-funded) schools. One
will start to be seen as a job for ambitious gdegsf S udy found that 83% deliver results that are eithe

it will help with the shortage of school heads, tod€ same as, or worse than, those of the public
[ibid.]. schools [9: 60].

The American government has always stressed When speaking about charter schools that are fast

its readiness to pursue a policy promoting edunatié"UltiPlying Iacross Ar?er;]ca, anEobs?lrver melntlt_)ns as
and strengtheningational standards in this spheré’m example one of them, Excellence. It is an

that prepare students to compete in a globgﬂdependently' run pUb"C school that, thqugh I
economy. cannot select its pupils, after three years oivibsk,

In 1959 — President Eisenhower spoke of th%hﬁ\’\:ed p03|t|\r/]_e hrlesults: 92(;%)th])f |ts_th![rd?gr_adet
need for “national goals” for education. scholars were nignly assessed. 1he project aiming

) charterise the entire city school system stipulates
natlignallgsgigr?da_rdsGeorge Bush - senior SlJpporte((:]queating ince_ntives: schools that qlo _WeII vv_iII @get
Bill Clinton probosed a voluntary national tesboost 0 t'he|.r budget and the principal .WIH get. a
but Congress scrapped the idea tb(.)nus. erupals whose schoo!s are still faltering
An encouraging step came .in 2001 when “NWI” be flred._ A new “leadership _acader_ny” was
Child Left Behind” (NCLB) Act, a federal law that Qreated to train principals. Many of innovationg&ve
’ Paid for by wealthy philanthropists and other

revised and upg_raded standards for  publ aritable funds and foundations. Also, an $80m
elementary education, determined that schoo %mputer system designed by IBM will give
should be held accountable for how they performe achers access to information about student

But in 2006, in a ranking of 15-year-olds in 3Qyotyrmance and progress as well as contact
industrialised countries, American teenagers cam formation for parents [10: 57, 58]
dismal 21st in science and 25th in maths. NCLB'S ' g5 e ghservers find that in many states, school
reforms were plainly insufficient and are widelyetorm is slow and difficult, but the pressure for
considered to have failed. __change is coming from parents. In big cities the
Enacted in 2002, NCLB transformed educatiogontrol over education system is easier to exercise
policy giving the federal government a crucial rolgyytside such centres as New York, for example,
in education, forcing states to set standards aftl h\yest of the Mississippi, none has succeeded in
their schools accountable for meeting them. Schodigizing control of a school system. New Orleans’s
that failed to make progress would face financigduplic schools have long been in a total disortter.
sanctions. All students were to be proficient iRouth-central Los Angeles 13- and 14-year-olds,
reading and mathematics by 2014. G. Bush juni@imost all of them black or Hispanic, outline their
championed the law; Congress supported fflans to go to Yale and Stanford. They work long
wholeheartedly. The critics say that the deadlove fhours — from 7.30am to 5pm five days a week, plus
proficiency now looks comical. Parents and teachefsur hours every other Saturday, and this pays off.
complain that the law encourages “teaching to ttBy the time they leave, they far outperform their
test”. Many states have alarmingly low standardpeers. In California, with its diverse group of
The emphasis on maths and reading has crowded ohildren from immigrant families, charter schools
other subjects. Now, after years of failure, thelpu represent the only hope for a decent education.
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They try to introduce a universal voucher systenperformance, nor their progress. President has
This system would have helped parents pay for thahown an unprecedented willingness to challenge
children to go to private schools. Yet vouchethe powerful teachers’ unions in a way that they
scheme has been defeated in every state where théfgr teachers lifetime job protection according to
have been on the ballot [11: 58-60]. seniority rules, and not for achievements and

Not in all cases sufficient financing in centralexcellence. The schools that fail to show goodltesu
states can resolve all problems. Teachers, officiadan be closed or replaced. When the situation
and observers admit that, though spending per pugémands laying off teachers the first to go unter t
in Washington, DC, is 50% higher than the nationaxisting system will be thousands of energetic new
average, yet the city’'s public schools are in gachers — simply because they were the last people
disastrous state. They acknowledge that the systéined. Here considered must be not only experience,
needs a fundamental reform. The city employs aut skills and energy [14: 40].
army of educational bureaucrats and has twice as The universities’ life in the USA is not free from
many schools as it needs. Teachers are virtuallyy problems. A big concern is the growing divide
unsackable and paid by seniority. Such incentivégtween research and teaching — especially
attract the lazy and mediocre and repel the talentg@ndergraduate teaching as research grows ever
or diligent. The current system is inefficientmore complex. The critics say that, if the synergy
Overall, the high-school graduation rate is sligpin between teaching and research is lost, the whole
And the generation now entering the workforce igasis of America’s research universities is
less well educated, on average, than the generatigidermined. That, they think, is the greatest troéa
about to retire— a fact that affects the nation’sall to these institutions [15: 77, 78].
prosperity. Any idea that might stop this slide is Increasing dependence on research funds distorts
welcome, so a new initiative is going to benternal priorities. Certain areas of study, sush a
implemented — the wages for the best performegtimate change, stem-cell research and works on the
would double, teachers would lose tenure and bgiddle East, are particularly vulnerable to po#iic
paid according to merit, measured in part by thegressure. Humanities receive almost no external
students’ results. Current teachers would have féderal funding, and social sciences very little.
choice: they could join the new system or staynent ~ The criticism of the system of education in
old one. New hires would have to join the newrance touches all levels. In H89-page “letter to
system [12: 58, 59]. This policy, as the promot#rs teachers” (2007), President Nicolas Sarcozy stated
the idea think, should, over time, make the qualihhat the system needed rebuilding as there were too
and morale of teachers in Washington soar. many school drop-outs; not enough respect or

The problem remains with the Arabic-languagauthority in the classroom; too little value placed
teaching. The school which will teach Arabic ashe teaching profession; too little art and sporthie
well as Middle Eastern history and culture and wilkurriculum; too much “theory and abstraction”, too
inevitably discuss Islam, has been under scrutinigtle “civic education”, comparative religion,
[13: 52]. The opposition from the students’ parentgeneral culture”, trips to the theatre, walks et
said, it will be a training ground for terroristBhe forest, visits to businesses. A government-
education department has repeatedly stated thatcdfmmissioned report reveals that two in five pupils
the school becomes a vehicle for religiouteave primary school with “serious learning gaps” i
indoctrination it will be closed. basic reading, writing and arithmetic. One in five

Putting the task of radical changes in the previodiish secondary school with no qualification at al
policy in education system, Obama’s plan foEven the baccalaureate is under attack: “Daeis
reforming the nation’s education system includesorth absolutely nothing,” asserts the president of
such items: ending the achievement gap betwethe Sorbonne-University of Paris IV [16: 40].
white and nonwhite students, evaluating teachers, France’s rigorous system suits able pupils: half of
awarding performance bonuses to principals aradl 15-year-olds match the standards in writing,
teachers who've earned the@bama would define maths, and science of the very best performersen t
school success by how much improvement studemish-country OECD. But schools fail the weakest.
make from grade to grade, no matter where th&yhe bottom 15% of French 15-year-olds rank among
started, as opposed to the current system, in whittte OECD’s worst. The main cure for struggling
schools are judged on students’ absoluteupils isredoublement, the repeat of a school year.
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By the age of 15, 38% of French pupils havall foreign students do in Italy, points to equddy
repeated a year, more than in any other OECHfandards at university level. The teachers’ unions
country. Yet an official report suggests thalike to stress Italy’s relatively low public spendi
redoublement has no noticeable effect on a child’son education as a share of GDP. Thus, spending on
progress. The minister “believed very little in thecore tertiary (higher) education is 30% below the
efficiency of redoublement”. He plans to trim OECD average. But it is rising per student, asva lo
teacher numbers [ibid.]. birth rate reduces the number of matriculations. As

German universities are underfunded byor schools, spending per primary- and secondary-
international standards. Professors train scores swfhool pupil is actually above the OECD average
students; at top American universities they nurture[18: 48].
handful. In switching to the bachelors-masters Also, there are too many old teachers in ltalian
degrees prescribed by Europe’s standardisimglucation. The incorporation of tens of thousarfds o
“Bologna process”, many universities tried to crangouthful casual teachers will be a step in thetrigh
bachelors degrees into just six terms. Only silirection. But matters are worse in universities,
German universities are among the top 100 in thghere patronage, cronyism and secure tenure are the
Shanghai rankings (Munich is highest, at 55th). Ipule. A study byCorriere della Sera in 2007 showed
the past, universities were interchangeable, anst ménhat a full 30% of top academics and 10% of
students chose one close to home. But since Yg@turers were over 65 [ibid.].
early 1990s budget cuts have encouraged them t0The reforms in Finland started in early 1970s.
compete and specialise. A high-wage country Withinjand’s education reforms may have taken ten
few natural resources cannot afford sub-pgjears from conception to full implementation, but
universities, as Chancellor Angela Merkel oftefhey have proved durable: little has needed changin
Says. in more than 30 years since. It is a contrast with

In 2009 the federal and state governmenig.manent revolution that reigns in England’s

approved an €18 billion plan to create MoOrg ol The world is beating a path to Finland to
university places, boost fundl_ng for _res_earch %hd out what made this unostentatious Nordic
cultivate a ,small g‘foup of el't? .'USJF'IUE'O”S' Thecountry top of international education league table

government’s new “excellence initiative” allocate he teachers supported the reform. The need df staf

€1.9 billion on research programmes and nine t Bachers’ support is very important: as an example

un@versit@es with promising future concepts. Bu anada is pointed out, where Alberta and Ontario
universities do not get extra money for the Bologng th introduced majo’r reforms in the 1990s

process. Thousands of students recently stag/g erta’s provincial government won general

protests across Germany against their conditions. ort for its ideas. and the reforms are now
“Back education, not banks”, demanded proteste%Ipp ’

fed up with overcrowded lecture halls, crumblin ncontentious. In Ontario, by contrast, politicians
campuses, tuition fees and a chaotic cor’wersicm fr hetoric was confrontational and the teachers’ msio
the traditio,nal diploma to a European two-tier éegr itterly (_)pposed. The_curr_ent government is working
system. Students who obtain bachelor's degrees hﬁrd to improve the S't#at'on [19' 79,:13'0]h' badl q
some disciplines, such as information technology, d. Cré€ce is among the countries which badly nee
not learn enough to get good jobs. But there is the r.estructurling of their systems of education.
shortage of places in masters programmes. Studer§SPité the importance that Greeks attach to
mobility among institutions, one of Bologna’s goa|S_educat|on, Greece has som? of the worst unlve.:rs_ltle
has fallen because study programmes are mdpeEurope. The government's recent talks o_f ending
intense. Still, these pressures push German uffie State’s monopoly on higher education and
versities in the right direction. World rankingsige introducing private, not-for-profit universities use

to underrate them, partly because non-EninsHJe protests of students. Such universities would
speaking laboratories are penalised. They would &rtainly charge for tuition [20: 39-42].

better if research at non-university instituteeltke ~ Education systems in developing countries face
Max Planck Society were brought into academie8till bigger problems. Brazil, for example, camstla
adding teaching to research [17: 51, 52]. in maths and fourth from the bottom in reading in

In ltaly, the fact that so many young Italiangests administered in 40 countries by the OECD.
study abroad, and so few young foreigners (2% &falf of ten-year olds are functionally illiterate.
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